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FRENCH-FLOWN

~JAK-3

Produced in greater quantity than any other YAK
design during World War II this YAK-3 was one
of the most successful Russian fighter planes. It was
developed from the earlier YAK-1 of 1939 for which
Alexander Sergeivichh Yakovlev won a prize of
100,000 rubles (and an elegant automobile) in a
Soviet design competition. The craft was a simple,
lightweight, fast-climbing fighter with high per-
formance at low altitudes where it was intended to
maintain aerial superiority directly over the battle-
field.

The YAK-3 had a loaded weight of only 5864-lbs
which is less than half of some of the American and
British fighters of that period. It could climb to
16,000-ft in four minutes and had a range of 560
miles at 193-mph. The Klimov M-105 PA twelve
cylinder, liquid cooled, 1210-hp engine was fitted
with a 20-mm cannon which fired through the pro-
peller shaft. Two 12.7-mm machine guns were in-
stalled in the cowling with cocking levers extending
into the cockpit. Top speed was 404 miles per hour
and the craft is said to have compared favorably
with the British Spitfire. :

Among the famous fighter units on the Eastern
Front which flew the YAK-3 was the Normandie-
Niemen Regiment. This group of Free French volun-
teers composed of four Escadrilles which arrived in
Russia late in 1942 from North Africa proved very
successful and destroyed 273 German aircraft in
two years of action. Yet the Normandie-Niemen
Regiment never consisted of more (See pg. 48)
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' _COLOR scHeEME
UNDERSIDES ARE ALL SKY BLUE WITH
REMAINDER OF PLANE IN BIG PATCHES

N DARK BROWN & OLIVE GREEN-STARS

BLACK BORDER ON FUSELAGE STARS-
WHITE NUMBER & ARROW - RED, WHITE
8 BLUE SPINNER-

PERFORMANCE

MAX, SPEED, MPH _
RANGE , MILES ___._
“CLIMB TO 16,000', MIN.

~
LEGEND

1 20 MM. CANNON

2 CONTROLLABLE PROP.

3 12.7 MM. MAGHINE GUNS
4 WOOD COVERED WING

8 FABRIC COVERED CONTROLS
6 CARBURETOR INTAKE

7 L.G. POSITION INDICATOR
8 SLIDING CANQPY

9 TUBE FRAME -WOOD COVER
10 M.6. SHELL EJECTOR

11 LANDING GEAR COVER

12 RADIATOR FAIRING

I3 MACHINE GUN FAIRING
14 EXHAUST STACKS
55 WOOD COVERED TAIL
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‘\ ARE RED WITH YELLOW BORDERS - PLUS

DIMENSIONS

... 32-9 3"
30-2v4"

These photos show the YAK-3 which was flown by World War Two Ace Roger
Sauvage on the Russian Front. Note tricolor spinner and lightning arrow.

LEGEND

16 WHITE LIGHT

17 RED LIGHT

18 GREEN LIGHT

19 PITOT TUBE

20 TRIM TAB

21 OIL COOLER INLET

22 METAL COWL PANELS
23 HEAD ARMOR PLATE
24 ARMOR GLASS SCREEN
25 SPLIT LANDING FLAP
26 TAILWHEEL DOORS

27 OUTLET CONTROL DOOR
28 RADIO ANTENNA

29 FUEL FILLING CAP

30 INSPECTION PANELS

NORMANDIE - NIEMEN REGIMENT

CAPT. ROGER SAUVAGE

YAK-3 FIGHTER
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